
The traditional ly hot terrifoer of the Rions, as noted

p:)articular ly i n the case of Kitt McMaster's grandfather James

H.Rion, may have been another reason the Thomas K. Elliotts

objected to their daughter Nell's marrying him„

At General Sessions Court held at F^airfield Courthouse on the

first Monday after the fourth Monday of March in 1858, a

Solicitor Melton charged James H. Rion with murder in the

death of John A. Player. The charge said that"James H. Rion,

late of the District and state aforesaid, attorney at law not

having the fear of God before his eyes but being moved and

seduced by the instigation of the dev/il on the Sth day of

November 1857 with force and arms at the ("airfield Court: house

in and upon John A. Player in the p-eace of God did rnakfe an

s s a u 11. Cwi t h ) a c e r t.a. i n i t:. 1. o f t I'l e a 11 je c:) f o ne d o 11 a r .

t he n a nd t. he r e c ha r g e d i t uj 11 i"i Qi np o wd e r a)1d o ne 1e a d e n

bullet , held it in his right ("rand and did charge and shoot, it

off . " The charge further stated ttsri; Rion infl ici^ed upon t.trr

left breast of John A, l"dayeT~ . who jnstaritly died "oru-^

mortal wound o f t. he d e le i;: I' l o f t c> u 1 ) uc (1 e s a ri d t I't e la i e a d 11: <. >i

half an inch."

The endictrnent contirnjed "-rnd so th .iurors aforesaid noiK"'

we r e 1 i.s t e c! \:> ij t r a t h e r I: r laa s; Ir 1. a n k ae in t; h

docume nt iaIher e t he names coo], cl i:a v/c? been enter eo ) upr)r• t l"ie

0-811 aforesaidr. do say Jarnes Ft.. Rti';:)n did toeloniously and

wilfully kill .lohn A.Pl.aysM aoainst the peace of the st.ate-
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